
Early Childhood Interagency Coordinating Council 
Legislative and Communications Committee Meeting 

August 22, 2008 
 

Present:  Marjorie Kostelnik, Eric Dunning, Mary Fran Flood, Kathy Anderson, Linda Zinke, Rae Anderson, 

Heather Gill, Kathy Halverson-Rigatuso, Jane Happe, Susan McWilliams, Connie Shonka, Terry Rohren 

The committee met to discuss the draft outline for the report to the Governor on the Status of Early 

Childhood, the recent passage of the Federal Higher Education Act, the status of the meeting with Dr. 

Acierno regarding Child Care Licensing, and any other issues the committee would like to discuss.  

Governor’s Status Report Discussion- 

Kathy Anderson indicated that the psychiatric department of Creighton University continues to see 

concerns that there is not support for youth when they reach age 18 and transition out of youth services 

and into adult services. Additionally, there is concern that there is a lack of specialized care for young 

children’s behavioral health needs and that children are being ejected from programs since people do 

not know how to support their needs.  Terry indicated that the scope of work for the Early Childhood 

Interagency Coordinating Council is for children birth to age 8. The children who are 18 would fall 

outside of the scope of our work.  Kathy clarified that the lack of supports for the 18 years olds can 

include young people who are parenting young children. The babies the young people are definitely part 

of our scope and need to be discussed. Kathy also indicated that many of these young parents are also 

dealing with postpartum depression and there are many studies which indicate the problems children 

face when cared for by a parent with postpartum depression. 

Mary Fran Flood indicated that Nebraska continues to see issues with Medicaid payments for young 

children. The Medicaid program (managed through Magellan) continues to operate using policies for 

reimbursement of care for children older than five and other policies for care of children under age five.  

Mary Fran Flood suggested we need to keep the issue before the governor and policymakers. 

Heather Gills suggested that we need better mechanisms to identify children with social/emotional 

issues. The current assessment and verification through ChildFind needs to be improved to help us 

identify children with social/emotional issues earlier. 

Several committee members indicated that the recent meeting of the Kindergarten Leadership Team 

indicated a variety of issues that Kindergarten programs are dealing with. It was suggested that the 

kindergarten issues addressed at that meeting be included in the report.  

Other topics the committee suggested the ECICC include in the report were: 

 School readiness of children and the readiness of schools and communities to prepare children.  

 Add information about the after-school program to the report to the Governor. 

 Schools are struggling to understand what they need to do in educating young children. They 

indicate they receive a lot of communication about what “not to do”.  There are mixed signals 
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coming from the Department of Education. Rule 11 and the standards and assessments 

requirements for schools seem to be incongruent. 

 It was suggested that we expand PBiS. Committee members thought it would be important to 

include specific recommendations on the need to expand the program. 

 Committee members suggested we review the recent Kids Count report and include information 

on the number of 18 and 19 year olds with young children. 

Reauthorization of the Higher Education Act 

Terry Rohren indicated that there were some exciting funding elements in the reauthorization of the 

Higher Education Act. There was funding through the Title II teacher quality partnership grants that 

allow for compensation initiatives for those who work in early childhood education and obtain degrees 

to receive some type of compensation. There was expansion of student loan forgiveness programs for 

students who work in licensed child care, Head Start and state prekindergarten program. And there will 

be new grants to support state’s early childhood education professional development system grants.  

Meeting with Dr. Acierno and Talking Points 

The committee reviewed the talking points prepared for the ECICC representatives who were planning 

to meet with Dr. Acierno in the Department of Health and Human Services.  The committee members 

indicated that it was really unclear what the ECICC wanted from Dr. Acierno and DHHS.  Terry Rohren 

indicated that to date we have just wanted to move the regulations forward so that they can come out 

to the public for discussion. We understand that there is resistance to some of the educational 

requirements in the regulations.  

Some of the points the committee members made were: 

 Why does the ECICC want the current draft regulations to move forward when so many of the 

quality issues that need to be included are not included as far as anyone knows? Issues not 

included are: group size, education, ratio, safe sleep, etc.  

 Why don’t people know the specific content of the proposed regulations? In order to be 

successful in getting regulations passed it is best to work with the field to get buy in before the 

regulation changes are ever made.   What efforts are under way to help generate support for 

the proposed changes in the regulations? 

 A graduate student at UNL has just done a study of people’s perception of the term “quality”. 

Most people perceive “quality” as “luxury”. People think they can’t afford the luxury.  

 We need to help engage Dr. Acierno as a problem solver in the process. It was suggested that 

we ask his help in helping to improve the regulations for children and families.  

 Committee members expressed concern that statutes that have passed and are on the books 

are not being enforced pending the revision of the regulations. They were sure that the 

Department should be pushed on whether they are meeting their obligations to support the 

statute by delaying implementation of the safe sleep requirements.  
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 Finally, people indicated that they thought that Dr. Schaefer might be more supportive of the 

regulations so it might be worth waiting until she returns from medical leave to push for 

improvements in the regulations. 

Terry Rohren asked if anyone would like to make the report to the full Council. The committee 

suggested that Terry make the report since she took the notes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


